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The Invention Claimed Ig 

1. Ati interactive television program guide 
system'in which afci interactive television program guide 
is implemented on\user television equipment, 
comprising : 

memoVy in the user television equipment 
in which program guide data is stored for use by the 
interactive television program guide; 

means If or receiving information on the 
amount of memory for \the interactive television program 
guide to use to store\the program guide data; and 

means tv>r adjusting the amount of memory 
used by the interactive^ television program guide to 
store the program guide\data in response to the 
& o co i^ reTt ^h n f r wm n 4 ~ w i » Q.n „ , 



2 A The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1, wherein different categories 
of program guYLde data are stored in the memory, the 
interactive television program guide system further 
comprising means for reallocating the memory among the 
different categories of program guide data when the 
amount of memorV used to store the program guide data 
is adjusted. 



^)mJ|o Oc^^ ^" T ^ e V^eractive television program guide 
system defined in clXim 2 further comprising means for 
reallocating the memoV/ based on information in a 
database conf iguration\record . 



4. ihe interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 3 further comprising a 
television distribution facility for providing the 
program guide data to the interactive television 
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5 program guide implemented on the user television 
equipment . 



5. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 4 wherein the television 
distribution facility further comprises means for 
determining\ the memory requirements of a new non- 
program-guide application . 



6. \ The interactive television program guide 
system defined\in claim 5 further comprising means for 
determining the\ amount of the memory that will be 
available to the interactive television program guide 
after the new nom-program-guide application has been 
installed on the user television equipment. 



7. The\ interactive television program guide 
system defined in dlaim 6 further comprising means for 
establishing how much of the program guide data the 
interactive television program guide should retain for 
each of the different categories of program guide data 
to accommodate the naw non-program-guide application. 

8. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in clai^ci 7 further comprising means for 
downloading a new version of the database configuration 
record from the television distribution facility to the 
user television equipment. 



9. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim a further comprising means for 
downloading the new non-program-guide application from 
the television distribution facility to the user 
television equipment . 
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10. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 3 further comprising means for 
allocating^ the memory based on a plurality of storage 
levels contained in the database configuration record. 

11\. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 10 wherein each storage level 
specifies how\ much data is to be retained by the 
interactive television program guide in a plurality of 
5 programming categories. 

12. the interactive television program guide 
system defined i\n claim 11 further comprising means for 
using one of the! programming categories as a filter to 
discard any program guide data that concerns programs 

5 more than a certain number of days into the future. 

13. Thd interactive electronic television 
program guide system defined in claim 3 further 
comprising means far distributing the database 
configuration recond to the user television equipment 
from a television distribution facility accompanied by 
the program guide data. 



14. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 13 wherein the program guide 
data is transmitted f\rom a television distribution 
facility to the user television equipment in a data 
stream, the interactive television program guide system 
further comprising means for downloading the 



interactive television 
television equipment ir 



program guide to the user 
a data stream separate from the 
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data\ stream used for transmitting the program guide 
10 data, 

15. The interactive television program guide 
system \iefined in claim 13 further comprising means for 
inputting the database configuration record at a cable 
system headend. 

.6. The interactive television program guide 
system defiVied in claim 3 wherein the memory comprises 
a nonvolatile memory portion and a volatile memory 
portion . 

17. \ The interactive television program guide 
defined in claim 16 further comprising means for 
storing the database configuration record in the 
nonvolatile memiry portion and storing the program 

5 guide data in thp volatile memory portion, 

18. Th\e interactive television program guide 
system defined inlclaim 3 further comprising means for 
including at least* one default startup level in the 
database configuration record. 



19. The Interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 wherein the program guide 
data stored in the memory corresponds to a given 
television channel line-up and wherein the means for 
adjusting further comprises means for allocating the 
memory among the different categories of program guide 
data when the amount o\f stored program guide data is 



adjusted in response t 
the given television cl- 



an addition of new channels to 
annel line-up. 
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20. The interactive television program guide 
system defiined in claim 1 wherein the means for 
adjusting further comprises means for adjusting the 
amount of memory used to store the program guide data 
to accommodate installation of a new application in the 
user television equipment 

21. The \interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1, wherein the program guide 
data stored in the mimory corresponds to a given 
television channel line-up the interactive television 
program guide system nurther comprising means for 
determining an amount tof memory available for each of 
the different categories of program guide data after 
the addition of new channels, wherein the means for 
adjusting the memory adjusts based on the amounts of 
memory that are determined to be available. 

22. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 wlerein the program guide ~ 
data stored in the memory corresponds to a given 
television channel line-up, \he interactive television 
program guide system further comprising means for 
detecting a change in the amount of channels offered in 
the television channel line-up\ 



23. An interactive television program guide 
system in which an interactive television program guide 
is implemented on user televisiot\ equipment, 
comprising : 

memory in the user \television equipment 
in which program guide data for a ^iven memory 
configuration is stored for use by \the interactive 
^ clcvi^iuii program guido -ft 
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meafcns for receiving program guide data 
10 for a new memory co\f iguration; and 

means \or reconfiguring the memory to 
accommodate the progran\cjuide data for the new memory 
■HonfAguraf i ^ 

14. The interactive television program guide 
system defiVied in claim 23 wherein said given memory 
configuration further comprises a given channel line- 
up . 

25. \The interactive television program guide 
system defined iVi claim 24 wherein said new memory 
configuration further comprises a new channel line-up. 

26. The \interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 23 wherein said program guide 
data further comprises program descriptions, 

27. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claiVn 26 wherein said new memory 
configuration further Comprises modified program 
descriptions . 



28. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 2S wherein different categories 
of program guide data are stored in the memory, the 
means for reconfiguring further comprising means for 
reallocating the memory amoi\g the different categories 
of program guide data. 

^MDVA '/ 29. The Interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 28 further comprising means for 
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reallocating the memory based on information in a 
database configuration record. 

30. The interactive television program guide 
system \defined in claim 29 further comprising a 
television distribution facility for providing the 
program ^uide data to the interactive television 
program guide implemented on the user television 
equipment 

31. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 30 wherein the television 
distribution \facility further comprises means for 
determining tl^e memory requirements of a new channel 

5 line-up. 

32. \The interactive television program guide 
system defined In claim 31 further comprising means for 
establishing how\ much of the program guide data the 
interactive television program guide should retain for 
each of the different categories of program guide data 
to accommodate tha new channel line-up. 

33. The Yi_ nteract i ve television program guide 
system defined in claim 32 further comprising means for 
downloading the new channel line-up from the television 
distribution facility to the user television equipment. 



34. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 29 further comprising means for 



allocating the memory 



levels contained in th<s database configuration record, 



ased on a plurality of storage 
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35. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 34 wherein each storage level 
specifies now much data is to be retained by the 
interactive; television program guide in a plurality of 
programming Categories. 
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36. \ The interactive television program guide 
system defined Ym claim 35 further comprising means for 
using one of the programming categories as a filter to 
discard any program guide data that concerns programs 
more than a certaVn number of days into the future. 



lemory adjustment method for use in an 
interactive television program guide system in which an 
interactive television program guide is implemented on 
user television equipment that has memory, comprising: 

storiAg program guide data in the memory 
for use by the interactive television program guide; 

receiving information on the amount of 
memory available for thk interactive television program 
guide to use to store th® program guide data; and 

adjusting Vhe amount of memory used for 
storing the program guide \ata in response to the 
g-e^u i vc.d — iuf^vnm liion ^ 



38. \The method defined in claim 37 further 
comprising reallocating the memory among different 
categories of pnogram guide data. 



^V*$!d (Xf^ 3 9 . THte ritethod defined in claim 38 further 
comprising reallocating the memory based on information 
in a database configuration record. 
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\A0 . The method defined in claim 39 further 
comprising\ distributing the program guide data from a 
television ^distribution facility to the interactive 
television program guide implemented on the user 
5 television equipment. 
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41. \ The method defined in claim 40 further 
comprising determining the memory requirements of a new 
non-program-guitie application for installation in the 
user television \equipment . 

42. THe method defined in claim 41 further 
comprising determining the amount of the memory that 
will be available \to the interactive television program 
guide after the neW non-program-guide application has 

5 been installed on the user television equipment. 

43. The method defined in claim 42 further 
comprising establishing how much of the program guide 
data the interactive television program guide should 
retain for each of t\he different categories of program 
guide data to accommodate the new non-program-guide 
application in the memory. 



44. The method defined in claim 43' further 
comprising downloading a new version of the database 
configuration record from the television distribution 
facility to the user nelevision equipment. 



45. The metlhod defined in claim 44 further 
comprising downloading! the new non-program-guide 
application from the television distribution facility 
to the user television! equipment. 



46. The method defined in claim 45 further 
comprising allocating the memory based on a plurality 
of storage levels contained in the database 
configuration record . 

17. The method defined in claim 4 6 wherein 
allocating the memory based on the storage levels 
further comprises specifying how much data is to be 
retained by t\he interactive television program guide in 
a plurality oTf programming categories. 

48. \ The method defined in claim 47 further 
comprising using one of the programming categories as a 
filter to discavrd any program guide data that concerns 
programs more t|an a certain number of days into the 
future . 

• 49. The method defined in claim 39 further 
comprising distributing the database configuration 
record to the uses television equipment from a 
television distribution facility accompanied by the 
program guide data, 



50. The Method defined in claim 49 further 
comprising : 

transmitting the program guide data from 
a television distribution facility to the user 
television equipment jin a data stream; and 

downloading the interactive television 
program guide to the laser television equipment in a 
data stream separate prom the data stream used for 



transmitting the prog 



am guide data. 
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51. The method defined in claim 49 further 
comprising inputting the database configuration record 
at a cable\ system headend. 

5^. The method defined in claim 39 further 
comprising ufeing memory that includes a nonvolatile 
memory portio\i and a volatile memory portion. 

53. \The method defined in claim 52 further 
comprising storting the database configuration record in 
the nonvolatile \memory portion and storing the program 
guide data in thle volatile memory portion. 



54. Tile method defined in claim 39 further 
comprising including at least one default startup level 
in the database configuration record. 



55. The/ method defined in claim 37 further 
comprising detecting the addition of at least one new 
channel to a given television channel line-up and 
allocating the memoru among the different categories of 
program guide data whan the amount of memory used for 
stored program guide data is adjusted in response to an 
addition of at least on& new channel to the given 
television channel line-\p. 



The method defined in claim 37 wherein 
the adjusting further comprises adjusting the memory to 
accommodate installation of a new application in the 
user television equipment. 

2>\JubGL I 57 * ^ The met*\>d defined in claim 37 further 
comprisels determining an\amount of memory available for 
each of the different categories of program guide data 
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after Nthe addition of new channels, wherein the 
5 adjusting the memory adjusts based on the amounts of 
memory th\^t are determined to be available 
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The method defined in claim 37 further 
comprising detecting the addition of new channels to 
the given te\evision channel line-up. 

^)\k5^GLJ'^ 5 9 . \A\memory reconfiguration method for use 
in an interactive ^television program guide system in 
which an interactive television program guide is 
implemented on user\ television equipment that has 
memory in which progVam data for a given memory 
configuration is stor\ed, comprising: 

receiviVg program guide data for a new 
memory configuration; aVd 

reconfiguring the memory to accommodate 
the program guide data fo\ the new memory 



6$. The method defined in claim 59 wherein 
the given mekory configuration further comprises a 
given channel! line-up, 

61. \The method defined in claim-. 60 wherein 
reconfiguring the memory configuration further 
comprises reconfiguring the memory configuration for a 
new channel lineAup. 



62. Th4 method defined in claim 59 wherein 
the given memory qpnf iguration further comprises given 
programming descriptions . 



63* The method defined in claim "62 wherein 
reconfiguring the memory configuration further 
comprises\ reconfiguring the memory configuration for 
modified program descriptions. 



64\ The method defined in claim 59, wherein 
different categories of program guide data are stored 
in the memory A reconfiguring further comprising 
reallocating trie memory among the different categories 
of program guiop data. 



^vViO^T 65. The method defined in claim 64 further 
comprising reallocating Viemory based on information in 
a database configuration \ecord. 



comprising 
television 
television 



>6. The method defined in claim 65 further 
)roviding the program guide data from a 
iistribution facility to the interactive 
program guide implemented on the user 



television equipment . 

67 . \ The method defined in claim 66 further 
comprising determining the memory requirements of a new 
channel line-uA. 



68. T\he method defined in claim 67 further 
comprising establishing how much of the program guide 
data the interactive television program guide should 
retain for each of the different categories of program 
guide data to accommodate the new channel line-up. 



69. The method defined in claim 68 further 
comprising downloading the new channel line-up from the 
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television distribution facility to the user television 
equipment. 



70, 



The method defined in claim 65 further 



comprising allocating the memory based on a plurality 
of storage levels contained in the database 
conf iguraVion record . 



The method defined in claim 70 
specifying wherein each storage level specifies how 
much data is \to be retained by the interactive 
television prqgram guide in a plurality of programming 
5 categories . 



72. ^fhe method defined in claim 71 further 
comprising using one of the programming categories as a 
filter to discarn any program guide data that concerns 
programs more thcljn a certain number of days into the 
future. v 



